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Marking the mathematics tests

Introduction

As in 1999, external markers, employed by the external marking agencies under

contract to QCA, will mark the test papers. The markers will follow the mark schemes

in this booklet, which is supplied to teachers for information.

This booklet contains the mark schemes for the levels 3–5 tests A, B and mental

arithmetic and the level 6 extension test C.

The structure of the mark schemes

The marking information for each question is set out in the form of tables, which start

on page 4 of this booklet. The ‘question’ column on the left-hand side of each table

provides a quick reference to the question number and the question part. The ‘mark’

column indicates the total number of marks available for each question part.

The ‘requirements’ column may include two types of information:

� a statement of the requirements for the award of each mark, with an indication of

whether credit can be given for correct working;

� examples of some different types of correct response.

The ‘additional guidance’ column indicates alternative acceptable responses, and

provides details of specific types of response which are unacceptable. Other guidance,

such as the range of acceptable answers, is provided as necessary.

There is guidance on using the mark scheme for the mental arithmetic test on page 16.

Applying the mark schemes

In order to ensure consistency of marking, the most frequent procedural queries are

listed on pages 2 and 3 with the action the marker will take. Unless otherwise specified

in the mark scheme, markers will apply the following guidelines in all cases.
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Mark scheme for the mental
arithmetic test

Applying the mark scheme

Please note that children will not be penalised if they record any information given in

the question or show their working. Markers will ignore any annotation, even if in the

answer space, and mark only the answer. Markers will accept an unambiguous answer

written in the stimulus box, or elsewhere on the page.

Full mark scheme information is given on pages 18 and 19. In addition a ‘quick

reference’ mark scheme is provided on page 17. This is presented in a similar format to

the children’s answer sheet.

General guidance

The general guidance for the marking of the written tests also applies to the marking of

the mental test. In addition, please apply the principles below:

1. Unless stated otherwise in the mark scheme, accept answers written in words, or a

combination of words and figures.

2. Where units are specified, they are given on the answer sheet. Do not penalise

children for writing in the units again.

3. Where answers are required to be ringed, do not accept if more than one answer is

ringed, unless it is clear which is the child’s intended answer. Accept also any other

way of indicating the correct answer, eg underlining.
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This page may be used for your own notes
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