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Introduction
The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) is responsible for the development and delivery  
of statutory tests and assessments. The STA is an executive agency of the Department  
for Education (DfE). 

This booklet contains the mark schemes for the assessment of levels 3–5 English reading. Level 
threshold tables will be available at www.education.gov.uk/ks2 from Tuesday 8 July, 2014.

The levels 3–5 English reading test consists of a reading booklet and an answer booklet and 
contains a total of 50 marks.

As in previous years, external markers will mark the key stage 2 national curriculum tests.  
The mark schemes are made available to teachers after the tests have been taken. 

The mark schemes were written and developed alongside the questions. Children’s 
responses from trialling have been added as examples to the mark schemes to ensure they 
reflect how children respond to the questions. The mark schemes indicate the criteria on 
which judgements should be made.  In applying these principles, markers use professional 
judgement based on the training they have received.

The assessment focuses for English reading provide information about the particular 
processes and skills a child needs to demonstrate in order to answer the questions. This 
information is provided in order to explain the structure of the mark schemes as well as the 
way they will be used by external markers. The assessment focuses are drawn from the 
national curriculum and are common across levels 3–5 and level 6 tests. The assessment 
focuses for English reading are listed on page 4.
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The English reading test mark schemes
The range of marks available for each question is given under the mark box at the side of 
the page in the reading answer booklet. 

Incorrect or unacceptable answers are given a mark of 0. No half marks are awarded. 
There are several different answer formats:

•	 short answers  
These may be only a word or phrase and 1 mark may be awarded for a correct 
response.

•	 several line answers 
These may be phrases or a sentence or two and up to 2 marks may be awarded.

•	 longer answers 
These require a more detailed explanation of the child’s opinion and up to 3 marks 
may be awarded.

•	 other answers 
Some responses do not involve writing and the requirements are explained in the 
question.

The mark schemes were devised after trialling the tests with children and contain examples 
(these are shown in italics) of some frequently occurring correct answers given in the trials. 
Many children will, however, have different ways of wording an acceptable answer. In 
assessing each answer, markers must focus on the content of what has been written and 
not on the quality of the writing, expression or grammatical construction, etc. 

Assessment focuses for English reading
The aspects of reading to be assessed are children’s ability to:

AF1	 Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for 
meaning

AF2	 Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts 
and use quotation and reference to text

AF3	 Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

AF4	 Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including 
grammatical and presentational features at text level

AF5	 Explain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and 
literary features at word and sentence level

AF6	 Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect 
of the text on the reader

AF7	 Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions.
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5. What did Spanish fishermen use to preserve fish?

1 mark

Assessment focus 2: understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from 
texts and use quotation and reference to text.

  Award 1 mark if the correct answer is ticked.

 
Tick one.

milk

soil

salt ✓

water

           

 
6. Look at the section headed: How the potato arrived in Britain. 

 
Find and copy a phrase that suggests that people are not sure how the  
potato first came to Britain.

  1 mark

Assessment focus 6: identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the 
overall effect of the text on the reader.

Award 1 mark for any one of the following acceptable quotations:

1. (There are) different opinions (about how the potato came to Britain)

2. (It is) believed (that the sailors gave some of their potatoes to the farmers) 

3. One view (is that Spanish fishermen ate potatoes)

4. Another view (is that Sir Walter Raleigh) 

5. It is said (that he gave a potato plant to Queen Elizabeth).

Do not accept: Legend has it (that the cooks threw away the potatoes).

Do not accept responses which quote a complete sentence from the text.

           

Reading answer booklet: Page 5
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9. Look at the section headed: How the potato arrived in Britain. 

 
Why are the words (which are poisonous) written in brackets?

1 mark

Assessment focus 5: explain and comment on writers’ use of language, including grammatical 
and literary features at word and sentence level.

Award 1 mark if the correct answer is ticked.

 
Tick one.

to explain to the reader that they are deadly

to explain why they were boiled

to explain why they were thrown away

to explain why people were ill ✓

           

Reading answer booklet: Page 7
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Reading answer booklet: Page 13

 
23. Draw a line to match the heading with the information that is provided 

in each text box of Weird but wonderful... The Octopus.

 1 mark

Assessment focus 3: deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts.

Award 1 mark for all boxes correctly matched.

 
Heading                                              Information

Octopus  
facts

Defence  
and attack

Invertebrate 
imitators

An amazing 
body

an explanation of how 
octopuses swim

simple statements about 
octopuses

an example of how  
octopuses learn

a description of how octopuses 
escape from predators
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Reading answer booklet: Page 13

 
24. Where would you expect to find the text Weird but wonderful...  

The Octopus?

1 mark

Assessment focus 7: relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and  
literary traditions.

Award 1 mark if the correct answer is ticked.
 

Tick one.

on the front page of a newspaper

in an advertising leaflet for an aquarium

in a report on a scientific investigation

in a magazine about the natural world ✓
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