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Mark scheme for the  
mental mathematics test
Applying the mark scheme
Please note that pupils will not be penalised if they record any information given in the 
question or show their working. External markers will ignore any annotation, even if in the 
answer space, and mark only the answer. External markers will accept an unambiguous 
answer written in the stimulus box, or elsewhere on the page.

Full mark scheme information is given on page 22. In addition, a ‘quick reference’ mark 
scheme is provided on page 21. This is presented in a similar format to the pupils’  
answer sheet.

General guidance

The general guidance for marking the written tests also applies to marking the mental 
mathematics test. In addition, the following principles apply.

1. Unless stated otherwise in the mark scheme, accept answers written in words,  
or a combination of words and figures.

2. Where units are specified, they are given on the answer sheet. Pupils are not 
penalised for writing in the units again.

3. Where answers are required to be ringed, do not accept if more than 1 answer  
is ringed, unless it is clear which is the pupil’s intended answer. Accept also any 
other way of indicating the correct answer, eg underlining.
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