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1. Introduction
The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) is responsible for the development and delivery of 
statutory tests and assessments. STA is an executive agency of the Department for Education.

The 2018 tests assess the national curriculum. This test has been developed to meet the 
specification set out in the test framework1 for English reading at key stage 2 and assesses the 
aspects of comprehension that lend themselves to a paper test.

A new test and new mark schemes will be produced each year.

Key stage 2 tests are marked by external markers, who receive training to ensure the mark 
schemes are applied consistently and fairly. The mark schemes are provided to show teachers 
how the tests are marked. The pupil examples are based on responses gathered from the test 
trialling process.

Scaled score conversion tables are not included in this document. Conversion tables will be 
produced as part of the standards maintenance process. Scaled score conversion tables2 for 
the 2018 tests will be published in July 2018. The standards confirmation meeting will take 
place in June 2018.

2. Structure of the test
The key stage 2 English reading test comprises:

• a reading booklet containing three texts that increase in demand throughout the booklet
• a reading answer booklet containing questions totalling 50 marks.

1 www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-english-reading-test-framework
2 www.gov.uk/guidance/scaled-scores-at-key-stage-2
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4. Explanation of the mark schemes
The range of marks available for each question is given at the side of the page in the reading answer 
booklet. Incorrect or unacceptable answers are given a mark of 0. No half marks are awarded.

The mark scheme for each question contains acceptable points, which are indicated either by a 
numbered list or a square bullet point (if there is only one possible answer). These must be treated as 
marking principles, not the exact response a pupil needs to give.

They also contain examples of some frequently occurring correct answers given by pupils in the  
trials. These are shown in italics and are introduced by round bullet points. Many pupils will, however, 
have different ways of wording an acceptable answer. In assessing each answer, markers focus  
on the content of what has been written and not on the quality of the writing, expression or  
grammatical construction.

For ‘find and copy’ questions, the correct answer is indicated by the word(s) outside the brackets. The 
word(s) inside the brackets indicate the maximum quotation that is allowed. Copying must be accurate 
but minor copying errors or introductions such as ‘The answer is…’ / ‘It’s…’ will be permitted. 
 
The mark schemes may also indicate commonly occurring but incorrect answers that should not be 
accepted.

Recording marks awarded 

Pupils’ test papers are scanned so that marking can be conducted on screen by trained markers. 

For each question, markers record the award of 3, 2, 1 or 0 marks as appropriate, according to the mark 
scheme criteria. There is provision in the software to record questions not attempted. The software 
aggregates marks automatically.
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5. Mark schemes for the English reading test

Section 1: The Giant Panda Bear

Qu. Requirement Mark

1 According to the text, approximately how many giant pandas currently live in the wild?

Content domain: 2b – retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 
and non-fiction

Award 1 mark for:

 ■ (around) 1600.

1m

2 According to some scientists, how does giant pandas’ fur help them to survive in the wild?

Content domain: 2b – retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 
and non-fiction

Award 1 mark for reference to disguise / camouflage, e.g.

• to hide them in snow and rocks
• to help them blend into the snowy mountains.

Do not accept answers relating to fur which do not recognise how it helps disguise or 
camouflage the panda, e.g.

• it keeps them warm.

1m
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Qu. Requirement Mark

3 Look at page 4.

Pandas can grow up to 1.5 metres and weigh up to 150 kilograms.

What else in the text tells us that giant pandas could be dangerous animals?

Content domain: 2d – make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with 
evidence from the text

Award 1 mark for reference to either of the following:

1. their razor-like claws, e.g.

• their claws are sharp.

2. their powerful jaws, e.g.

• they have strong jaws for crushing things.

Do not accept answers which refer simply to claws and jaws without some indication  
of threat, e.g.

• it tells us about their claws and jaws.

Do not accept answers which swap the qualities of the claws and jaws, e.g.

• they have powerful claws

• razor-like jaws.

1m

4 Look at page 4. 

According to the text, what do pandas spend the majority of their time doing? 

Content domain: 2b – retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 
and non-fiction

Award 1 mark for reference to eating / feeding, e.g.

• most of the day they eat bamboo
• they mostly just feed
• they need to eat all day.

Do not accept answers which refer to another activity in addition to eating / feeding, e.g.

• eating bamboo and sleeping.

1m

Section 1: The Giant Panda Bear
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Qu. Requirement Mark

10 According to the text, why are giant pandas under threat of extinction?

Give two reasons.

Content domain: 2b – retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 
and non-fiction

Award 1 mark for reference to any of the following, up to a maximum of 2 marks: 

1. very few being born each year, e.g.

• very few giant pandas are born

• only a few are born in the wild.

2. not all the baby giant pandas born in the wild surviving, e.g.

• pandas often die young

• some baby pandas don’t survive.

3. giant pandas’ food supplies diminishing or being cut off, e.g.

• bamboo is harder to find

• not enough food.

4. humans moving into giant pandas’ territory / destruction of the pandas’ habitat, 
e.g.

• people come into their space

• their habitat is being destroyed.

5. humans killing / hunting giant pandas, e.g.

• humans are killing them

• poaching. 

6. there being very few giant pandas in captivity, e.g.

• there are very few giant pandas in zoos to keep up the number. 

7. there being only around 1600 pandas in the wild, e.g.

•  it is thought that only around 1600 giant pandas still survive in the wild

• because there were only 1600 left in the wild.

Up to 
2m

Do not accept answers that rephrase or define extinction without specifying why 
pandas are under threat, e.g.

• because their numbers are going down and there will not be any left

• there is not a large number of them.

Section 1: The Giant Panda Bear
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Qu. Requirement Mark

11 According to the text, how are people trying to help giant pandas survive?

Content domain: 2b – retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 
and non-fiction.

Award 1 mark for reference to any of the following:

1. joining the ‘adopt a panda’ project, e.g.

• there are projects where people are invited to adopt them

• by adopting them.

2. the creation of panda reserves, e.g.

• panda reserves have been built to help the pandas

• by creating 50 panda reserves.

3. breeding programmes, e.g.

• in zoos people are trying to raise how many pandas there are

• they are trying to make giant pandas breed.

4. people donating money towards supporting them in the wild / researching / 
protecting / monitoring, e.g. 

• lots of people are giving money to help protect giant pandas

• putting money in to give to researching.

Do not accept reference to people trying to return them to the wild.

1m

12 Look at the section headed: What about the future?

Find and copy one word that shows that helping the giant panda is not easy.

Content domain: 2a – give / explain the meaning of words in context

Award 1 mark for:

 ■ challenge.

1m

Section 1: The Giant Panda Bear
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Qu. Requirement Mark

16 Find and copy one word from the first verse that shows that the poet’s grannie made 
him feel safe when he was a boy.

Content domain: 2a – give / explain the meaning of words in context

Award 1 mark for any of the following:

1. protective 

2. enfold

3. warm

4. smile.

1m

17 How did the poet’s grannie react when he behaved badly?

Content domain: 2b – retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 
and non-fiction

Award 1 mark for reference to not punishing him, e.g.

• she did not scold him
• she didn’t tell him off
• but never punished me when I was bad.

Do not accept answers which focus on grannie’s seeming acceptance of his behaviour 
without reference to her not punishing him, e.g.

• she behaved like it was no big deal
• she stayed the same.

1m

Section 2: Grannie 
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Qu. Requirement Mark

23 Explain what the poet finds weird about his grannie in the last verse.

Content domain: 2d – make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with 
evidence from the text 

Award 2 marks for either of the following:

1. how memory has changed his perception of his grannie, e.g.

• grannie seemed smaller than he remembered

• he thought she was small compared to his memory of her, but she wasn’t 
really, it was him that had grown bigger

• he remembered her as strong and powerful like a mountain but now she 
looks frail and weak.

2. how time has changed his perception of his grannie, e.g.

• when he was a child she was huge and now she’s tiny

• she was so small and tiny now that he was older.

Award 1 mark for reference to the grannie being small / frail with no recognition that his 
perception of her has changed, e.g.

• that his grannie used to be big but now is small

• a tiny frail old lady.

Do not accept reference to her age alone, e.g.

• she has got much older.

Up to 
2m

Section 2: Grannie 
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Qu. Requirement Mark

37 How can you tell that Edward was determined to find the game?

Give one piece of evidence that shows his determination.

Content domain: 2d – explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text

Award 1 mark for reference to any of the following:

1. conducting a thorough search / looking everywhere, e.g.

• he’s searching in every nook and cranny

• he looked behind every single book

• it took me some time.

2. ignoring the dirt / cobwebs behind the bookcase, e.g.

• he even stuck his hand in all the dirt behind it

• used my hand to sweep out the shallow gap.

3. moving the bookcase, e.g.

• the bookcase was really heavy but he still tried to move it.

Do not accept general definitions of determination without relevant reference to the text, 
e.g.

• he didn’t give up.

1m

Section 3: Albion’s Dream
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Qu. Requirement Mark

39 In the last paragraph, Edward does not want to give the game to Em Sharp. 

Give two reasons why he does not want to part with it. 

Content domain: 2d – make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with 
evidence from the text

Award 1 mark for reference to any of the following, up to a maximum of 2 marks:

1. he worked hard to find it, e.g.

• he had to move a heavy bookcase to find it

• he went to a lot of effort to get it.

2. he found it (so it belongs to him), e.g.

• because he found it, so technically it belongs to him not Em Sharp

• he found it so he should have it.

3. he questions her claim to it, e.g.

• he didn’t know if it was hers

• he wasn’t 100% sure it was Em Sharp’s.

4. he feels a sense of injustice / she’s being mean to him, e.g.

• she had no reason to take the game off him

• it wouldn’t be fair for him to give it up now.

Do not accept speculative answers, e.g.

• he wants to find out more about it.

Up to 
2m

Section 3: Albion’s Dream
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Section 3: Albion’s Dream

Qu. Requirement Mark

40 Edward found a game. How can you tell that there was something strange about  
the game?

Explain two ways, using evidence from the text to support your answer.

Content domain: 2d – make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with 
evidence from the text

Acceptable points:

1. it was hidden / in an unusual location

2. the unusual dice

3. Em Sharp’s unusual / negative reaction to the discovery of the game

4. the unusual / mysterious name of the game

5. it was split up

6. Edward’s reaction to the game / Em Sharp.

Award 3 marks for two acceptable points, at least one with evidence, e.g.

• Because it was hidden behind the shelf and looked like it hasn’t been opened.   
Em Sharp was very angry that he had that in his hands. [AP1 + evidence, AP3]

• The dice had some very odd symbols on it that Edward had not seen before on a 
regular dice. The title of the game seems creepy. [AP2 + evidence, AP4].

Award 2 marks for either two acceptable points, or one acceptable point with evidence, 
e.g.

• It had weird symbols on the dice. Em Sharp was very determined to get it. 
[AP2 + AP3]

• It had a weird name to it ‘Albion’s Dream’. [AP4 + evidence].

Award 1 mark for one acceptable point, e.g.

• Some of its parts were randomly placed on the bookshelf. [AP5]
• Because he did not let go of the game even though he was told to. [AP6].

Up to  
3m
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