
Specimen Entrance Examination 

English Entry to Year 7  

Time: 1 hour  

There are two sections:  Section A Reading Task 
Section B Writing Task 

Spend 30 minutes on each.  
Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

Marks will be given for presentation, spelling and 
punctuation so check your work carefully.  

Name:___________________ Age: _____ 

Present School: ______________________ 

 Mark

    100 
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Section A:   Reading Task 
 
Read the following passage carefully. Then answer the questions as fully as 
possible in complete sentences. 

 
 
Catching the Sun 
 

The extract comes from a short story based on a myth which tries to explain 
why the Sun takes 24 hours to travel around the Earth. 
 
 
To look at, you would not have thought that Maui was a hero. He was very 
small and very ugly with short, stubby arms and a pot belly. And yet, to his 
people, Maui was one of the greatest of the so-called trickster heroes – which 
is to say that what he lacked in dignity and grace he made up for in cunning. 
Maui had a magic jawbone. In his lifetime he had many adventures, but 
perhaps his most extraordinary achievement was the catching of the sun. 
 
The adventure began one evening, just as the sun was setting. He and his 
four brothers had been out fishing, but now, as the darkness set in, they were 
forced to return home.  

„If only the sun stayed up longer,‟ Maui said. 
The words were no sooner out of his mouth than he was struck by a thought. 

„Hey!‟ he cried. „Why don‟t we catch it?‟ 
His brothers looked at him warily. 

„We couldn‟t,‟ one said. „It‟s too far away.‟ 
„And too big,‟ added a second. 
„And even if we did catch it,‟ muttered a third, „it would only burn us up.‟ 
„It‟s impossible,‟ the fourth agreed. 
„Nonsense!‟ Maui shouted. „Of course we can do it!‟ 

  
For the next week, the five brothers worked, spinning and twisting ropes to 
form the noose with which they would catch the sun. At last, when the noose 
was ready, they set off. They travelled only at night so that the sun, hidden 
beneath the horizon, would not see them coming. By day they hid in the 
desert, sleeping under bushes or covering themselves with a layer of sand. 
After several months they arrived at the very eastern edge of the world. 
  
Here, working under Maui‟s supervision, they built an enormous clay wall with 
two sheds. The sheds were for Maui‟s brothers to hide in so that they would 
not get burnt by the sun. The noose was unpacked and dangled over the wall 
so that it hung in outer space – just underneath the world itself. Maui took his 
place, standing at the very centre of the world. 
  
And so they waited. 
Dawn arrived and the unsuspecting sun began its climb. 

„It‟s coming,‟ Maui whispered, the light dancing in his eyes.  
His brothers, hidden in their sheds, tightened their grips on the ends of the 
ropes. 
 
The sun drew level with the wall. 

„Now!‟ Maui cried, and slipped the noose over it. 
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At once the sun tried to back away. Brilliant flames exploded around it, tearing 
at the dark blue cloth of the universe. If Maui had been an ordinary human, he 
would have been frazzled. But as the furious heat of the sun raced through 
him, he just laughed and pulled at the rope. 
The noose tightened. The sun was caught. 

„Now I‟ll teach you, you old rascal!‟ Maui giggled and, lifting his magic 
jawbone, he walloped the sun half a dozen times. 

„Aaagh!‟ screamed the sun. 
Again and again Maui pounded the sun with the jawbone, sparks flying every 
time it made contact. 

„Stop it!‟ the sun yelled. „What have I done to you?‟ 
  
But Maui was so excited he didn‟t stop until, at last, he tired of the sport. 
Climbing back down from the wall, he signalled to his brothers who allowed 
the noose to open again. The sun slipped out and continued its upward climb. 
  
But it was not the same sun that had once circled the earth in seven and a 
half hours. Now it was bruised, battered and bewildered, quite exhausted by 
the clobbering it had received at Maui‟s hands. From that day on, it took 
twenty-four hours to make the round trip – twelve hours from horizon to 
horizon. Maui had not only caught the sun. He‟d beaten the living daylights 
out of it too! 
 
 
1. Why did Maui want to catch the sun?                                                 1 mark 
 
 

 
 

 
 
2. What did his brothers think of his idea?                          2 marks 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
3. Copy a sentence from the third paragraph beginning „For the next week‟  
    which shows that Maui and his brothers thought the world was flat.  
                                                                                                               2 marks 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
4.The sun is described as being an explosive, burning ball in the underlined  
   section of the story.  One example of a phrase which builds up this picture  

Sourced from www.11pluscentre.co.uk



   is: “so that they would not get burnt by the sun”. 
   Write down three more similar phrases.                                            3 marks 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
5. Give TWO reasons why Maui was not burnt by the sun?                  2 marks 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
6. How does Maui treat the sun once he and his brothers have caught it?  
                                                                                                               2 marks 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
7. Write down the word from each of the following lists which is closest in 
    meaning to the word in bold from the story. 
 
a) “cunning”     - honesty  craftiness  wisdom  skill 
b) “noose”       - hook  trap  knot  loop 
c) “rascal”       - villain  clown  criminal  scamp 
d) “pounded”  - smashed  crushed  battered  throbbed 
e) “horizon”    - skyline  view  edge  outlook       
                                                                                                               5 marks  
 
a) cunning -  ___________________ 
 
b) noose -     ___________________ 
 
c) rascal  -     ___________________ 
 
d) pounded -  ___________________ 
 
e) horizon -    ___________________ 
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8. In what TWO important ways has the sun changed by the end of the story?   
                                                                                                               2 marks 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
9. What kind of person is Maui?   
 
Choose three of the following words which you think best describe him and 
for each one, write a sentence giving the reason for your choice. 

 brave       

 proud       

 big-headed       

 mischievous    

 imaginative      

 bossy       

 shy      
                                                                                                               6 marks 
 
1st word:  
 

 
 

 

 
2nd word:  
 

 
 

 

 
3rd word:  
 

 
 

 

 
 

                       
   Total = 25 marks 
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Section B:   Writing Task                
 

Either: 
 
 
a) Write a short story suggested by the title: “Too late now!” 
 
 
Or: 
 
 
b) Continue writing the story whose beginning is given to you below. There is 
no need to write out the opening again. 
 
  

If only she could reach the top. It wasn‟t far to go. The climb had been 
hard and dangerous, but if she just stretched out her fingers a little more, 
Saara was sure she could grab the rock and pull herself up to safety.  
           

           25 marks 
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